STORE HOURS

MONDAY CLOSED

TUESDAY THRU FRIDAY 11AM-7PM
SATURDAY 10AM-6PM
SUNDAY 12PM-5PM

WE’'RE BACK ON TRACK ON THE WEB!!

My new home computer is now up and running! We
apologize for not updating coupons but it was
impossible for me until my web folks returned from
vacation (you know the issue would occur on their one
trip a year away from home right?). | had no idea how
old and slow my computer was until | sat down to this
new one... 'm not one for change but in this case, it
certainly was for the better. Now if | can just figure out
all of these new updated programs!

THE POWDER BLUE TANG

Found in huge schools in the wild, the Powder Blue
Tang (Acanthurus leucosternon) is a sight to behold. But
like many of the marine fish that school in the wild, they
cannot be kept together safely in the aquarium. They
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will absolutely beat each other to death! Perhaps the
new solitary life in captivity is what makes this fish
somewhat finicky about adapting to captive life. When
purchasing a Powder Blue Tang, you must examine the
specimen you desire closely to ensure it is in good
health. First, find out where the fish was collected.
Proper collection and transport is THE key element in
giving this fish the best opportunity to survive in
captivity. Specimens collected from Sri Lanka and
Maldives are the most desirable. Not only are the fish
more vividly colored from these areas, they also are
handled more properly from collection to transport.
Indonesian imports often arrive thin and show signs of
improper collection (drug collection is still around
unfortunately). So once again, know where the fish you
desire is collected from!

Another common issue with this fish after arriving at
your local aquarium store is proper feeding. Examine
the fish closely for signs of emaciation. The body of the
fish should be filled out to the thickness of the head or
thicker. A compressed body means the fish has gone to
long without being fed or is not eating properly. Once a
Powder Blue Tang gets too thin it is almost impossible
to bring the fish back to good health! Have the
salesperson at the store you are purchasing the fish
from feed the fish you are inquiring about. Spirulina
flakes, dried marine algae or a quality frozen food
should be offered to the fish at the store... not brine
shrimp (nearly every fish will eat brine but if it ignores
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the proper foods, it is not a good fish to buy). The tang
should feed aggressively — not just pick at the food.
Healthy powder blue tangs will jump at the chance to
feed gobbling up every bit it can find. An active feeder is
a sign of a good healthy Powder Blue Tang!

Now you have almost made your decision but take one
more look. Stand back away from the aquarium the fish
is housed in and watch the fish closely. Ensure the fish is
not scratching or rubbing against objects in the
aquarium or flashing against the substrate. This is a sign
of a parasite issue. Avoid fish that scratch and rub!

The final good choice is up to you. Purchase your new
Powder Blue Tang (or any new fish) and placeitin a
guarantine tank for 14-21 days. Powder Blue Tangs (like
all surgeonfish) are prone to parasite outbreaks when
stressed. Once in the quarantine aquarium watch the
fish closely in the coming days. If you see the fish begin
to scratch or rub on the substrate and/or tank décor or
if tiny white dots appear on the skin and fins then a
parasite treatment regiment will be required for 30
days using a copper based drug. It is better for this to
occur in a quarantine aquarium where the fish can be
treated properly rather than in your main aquarium
where your healthy fish are thriving. Always quarantine
new arrivals when possible. It is THE best means of
preventing a disease issue in your main aquarium.

After the quarantine period has ended you should
acclimate the fish as if it were just arriving at your home
from the aquarium store. The best method is drip
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acclimation. This device will slowly drip water into the
container you have placed your tang in. Once the water
has doubled inside the container (usually within 45
minutes) you can place the tang into the tank. Watch
for signs of aggression from other tank mates.
Rearranging the aquarium deco will often solve this
common territorial issue.

Surgeonfish ALL require excellent water quality. Regular
partial water changes are necessary. Test your
aquarium at least once per month though a quick test
weekly keeps you more on top of the water conditions.
Buffer additions as needed to maintain the pH and
carbonate hardness are critical! Activated carbon and
protein skimming will maintain low organics. Remember
that the reefs where marine fish are collected are
always pristine and stable. This MUST be duplicated in
the aquarium to keep your fish healthy.

A NEW PLANT FOR THE FRESHWATER
AQUARIUM!

Before you get too excited over this extraordinary new
aquarium plant from India — we sold out within a few






